
Appendix 1

Response from consultees to the proposed reduction derived from the informal 
consultation.

 Thursby Parish Council agrees with the proposed reduction.
 The Police did not respond.
 One road user disagrees with the proposed reduction

I am aware that there have been a number of accidents in recent years and for the most part I 
suspect they have resulted from a combination of driver error, inattention and/or inappropriate 
speed for the conditions – and not because the existing speed limit is incorrect or excessive.  It 
is my supposition that a reduction in the speed limit would have made no difference to the 
majority of these collisions.

As a commuter along this section of road during daytime hours, an average speed of around 
50mph (or less) between Thursby roundabout and Peter Lane is pretty routine and is to be 
expected.  This is a result of high traffic flows and is no doubt affected by the recently installed 
roundabouts at Orton Grange and Peter Lane, which also serve to break up traffic and thereby 
assist road safety.  During these daytime hours (which apply probably from the morning peak 
up until 20:00 in the evening in the summer), speeds are already being moderated by these 
factors.  Outside of these hours, or during relatively quieter times during the day; speeds may 
creep up more towards the current speed limit, however this in itself should not be an issue. 

The A595 handles considerable volumes of traffic, and journeys between Carlisle and West 
Cumbria can be tiresome and more time consuming than they should be.  As such, I consider it 
a retrograde move to reduce the speed limit on what is a relatively high-quality section of road.

Enforcement is another potential issue – not just in terms of Police resources, but also the fact 
that if the new limit is not being adhered to, it renders enforcement more or less impossible.  
There is also the matter of bringing the relevance and validity of the limit (and limits elsewhere) 
into disrepute.

I feel that the Council needs to be very careful in terms of rolling out new speed limits that are 
necessary and suitable, and not yielding to other pressures nor pandering to the “lowest 
common denominator”.  Too much we fixate on speed as a society, rather than focus more on 
driver standards and behaviour. 

Lastly I also object to this proposal on the grounds of costs: costs to implement, costs to install 
the considerable signage, costs to maintain the new infrastructure and costs to enforce.  Surely 
in this time of economic instability, funds and resource (where they actually exist) can be better 
apportioned elsewhere?

 One local resident considers that money could be better spent elsewhere.



Other views received: 

 Cllr Allison - Is this also an opportunity to change the road markings at the incoming 
approach to the Newby West roundabout.to solid white line to discourage motorists from 
overtaking.  There have been a number of accidents and near misses involving vehicles 
accessing/leaving the Livery Stables at this junction?

 A Local resident - the stretch of road should also be no overtaking ie put down the double 
white lines that we were advised were going to be added when the roundabout at Peter 
Lane was being built and again when the stretch of road was subsequently being 
resurfaced.


